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1 qayišʔaƛaʔa “Bay-of -shells” Village Site
2 katskwatcyu Spiritual Site
3 čitist Village Site
4 ʔapstwiinis Village Site
5 tuqwatis “Waterfall” Village Site
6 waqata Reef Name
7 k ʷakʷawas “Rear-end-sticking-out” Fishing Bank
8 ʔiʕas “It’s-still-here” Village Site,
   Indian Reserve
9 ƛaasmaas “Young cedars” Village and History Site
1O caxḥsis “Beach-like-a-river”
   Village Site, Indian Reserve
11 kačkłii Village Site
12 caciiłḥ “Lagoon”
13 muwinʔis “Burnt-in-the-middle”
   Village and Spiritual Site
14 cawinʔis “Water-coming-out-of-the-lake”
   Place Name
15 kʷispiis “On-the-other side” Place Name
16 yukwatḥ “Wind-blows-in-all-directions”
   Main Village, Indian Reserve
17 ʔuucaaʕa Anchorage
18 ʕaaʔukwak siʔas “Water-coming-out-of-the-lake-on-
   both-sides” Place Name
19 caayaaʔa “Lagoon”
2O ʔaʔukša Village site, Historic Cannery Site
21 mawin “People-on-high-ground” Village Site
22 łuʔis Village Site
23 ʔamuktis “Passage-way” Village Site, Spiritual Site
24 ʕačmiił “Grabbing-from-the-floor” Village Site
25 cawin “River-in-the-middle” 
   Village Site, Indian Reserve
26 cusnit Fishing Village
27 hatuuq “Where-sea-mammals-come-up-for-air”
   Fishing Camp
28 ʔamiica Ancient Village Site
29 čisa Village Site
3O tašiis “Doorway” Village Site, Indian Reserve
31 tašiis “Doorway” Name for Tahsis River,
   Trade Route
32 maatkiiʔas “Bird-sitting-on-treetop”
   (Thunderbird nest) Mountain
33 ƛiisit caʔak “White-river” Trade Route
34 kawaču Name for Leiner River
35 kuuptii Village Site, Indian Reserve
36 ʔuʔis “Many-birds” Village Site, Indian Reserve
37 caayaaʔa “Lagoon” Name for Allman Lagoon
38 nušmuuk Fishing Village
39 hisnit “Lots-of-sockeye”
   Village Site, Indian Reserve
4O ʔinmaapiʕa “Woman’s-nipple” History Site
41 caxuuʔa Village Site, Indian Reserve
42 taʔatis “Something-coming-down-the-river” 
   Fishing Site
43 mowača “Looks-like-a-deer”
   Village Site, Indian Reserve
44 ʔisatumpt “Rock-bluff” Landmark
45 čačiisuq Resource Gathering Base
46 huacuk Resource Gathering Base
47 niisaq Village Site, Indian Reserve
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Mowachaht/Muchalaht 
First Nation Place Names

The place names on this map provide a glimpse into the 
detailed knowledge Mowachaht and Muchalaht people have 
of their homelands on land and sea. Mowachaht and 
Muchalaht people were placed in their territories by the 
Creator. They have occupied their lands for countless 
generations. Archaeological remains at the historic village of 
yuquot date back over 4,000 years. The place names shown 
reflect history that extends back to time before memory. The 
Mowachaht and Muchalaht people united their interests over 
a century ago.

Not all named sites are shown. Translations to English of the 
Mowachaht and Muchalaht names are shown in quotation 
marks. Some names cannot be translated to English. 
Mowachaht and Muchalaht Elders and linguists provided the 
place names information. The Indigenous names are provided 
in linguistic transcription as some sounds in Nuu-chah-nulth 
language cannot be rendered properly in English spelling.

Visitors to the area are requested to treat Mowachaht and 
Muchalaht historic sites with care and respect.

48 šuuʔis “Excrement-beach”
   Resource Gathering Base
49 kipciłḥ Name for Galiano Bay
5O siic min; ciicminmut “Something-rotten” 
   Resource Gathering Base, Spiritual Site
51 čisiš “Spirit-on-the-beach” 
   Village Site, Indian Reserve
52 łiiptii Village Site, Indian Reserve
53 muuktaas “Mountain-burning” Village Site
54 qunuuma Spiritual Site, Landmark
55 muułšiƛ “Tides-coming-in” 
   History and Spiritual Site
56 hiluweta Name for Muchalaht Lake area
57 suupic kuuʔis “Sandy-point” Place Name
58 ʔaƛaʔakʷaƛnut History Site, Trail
59 nikqiłtas History Site, Trail
6O caʔaḥta “River” Place Name, Trail
61 tatwinʔit Name for Antler Lake
62 caaxʔana “Surrounded-by-mountains” 
   Current Main Village, Indian Reserve
63 muułqoḥsa “Rising-water” Village Site
64 caaxʔana “Surrounded-by-mountains “
   Historic Village Site
65 haixhʷakinł “Fools-gold” Mountain Name
66 hinuʔas “Going-outside” Village Site
67 muułqosis “Flood” Village Site
68 kumptapi “Something-heading-out” History Site
69 caaxtu “At the waterfall” Landmark
7O caxwin “Sounds-like-a-spear” Fishing Site
71 čaqwiyay Waterfall Site
72 sakiya Waterfall Site
73 tsahagoh Village Site, River Name
74 tułtum Rock Slide
75 tsaltsaxhuis River Name
76 muucsaʷah “Green-grass-to-green-grass”
   Village Site
77 čitʔaayuqʷapi Landmark, History Site
78 ƛumhakis Campsite
79 ƛuutsaktiił “Hole-in-the-wall” Spiritual Site
8O saaxtu Rock Slide
81 mačłii “Place-of-sharks”
   Village Site, Indian Reserve
82 ƛathułtuhqumł “People-of-the-steep-face-mountain”
   History Site
83 ʔaʔaminqis “Something-in-the-middle-of-the-river” 
   Village Site, Indian Reserve
84 ƛaatḥuł “Steep-face-mountain”
   Landmark, Lookout
85 čiḥłaa “Place-of-spirits” Village Site
86 ča cuus “Island-in-the-Bay” Name for Victor Island
87 caayaaʔa “Lagoon” Village Site
88 hitakƛa “End-of-bay”
89 ʕuus “Water-on-the-beach”
   Village Site, Indian Reserve
9O muyaa “Fish-traps” Village, Indian Reserve
91 tinwis Resource Gathering Base
92 ʔaʔiił “Shaped-like-a-snake”
   Name for Ewin Inlet
93 ḥaʔiiłḥ Resource Site
94 suyaqtis Village Site
 


